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Thank you Senator Testin, and members of the Committee on Health for holding a public
hearing on Senate Bill 115.

Unlike the majority of health professions, the statutes that regulate the chiropractic profession
contain unique and restrictive language that specifically lists what organizations can sponsor
Continuing Education (CE) programs for Chiropractors,

This restriction was put into place in a prior budget. Whatever the intent of the restriction, the
result has been that Wisconsin chiropractors have very limited options for completing their
mandatory CE training. There is no rational reason to prevent other qualified providers from
making additional options available so that Wisconsin chiropractors can have easier, and
possibly less expensive, access to CE trainings. |

Senate Bill 115 will simply amend the statutes relating to program sponsors for chiropractic CE
to include the Chiropractic Society of Wisconsin (CSW). Currently the CSW is forced to bring in
out-of-state chiropractic colleges from Georgia, Missouri and Minnesota to sponsor CE programs
for their members, which dramatically increases the cost to their members. As is required of
other program sponsors, the CSW would be required to submit its program to the Chiropractic
Examining Board for approval.

The CSW is a firmly established and reputable chiropractic organization in Wisconsin. They
have been approved by the Chiropractic Examining Board to provide seminars that “certify”
chiropractic technicians, but by statute cannot provide CE seminars to maintain the certification.
The CSW has also provided non-CE educational programs attended by hundreds of chiropractors
and chiropractic technicians.

By adding this organization to the list of acceptable program sponsors, this bill provides for
increased competition and greater choices for those in the chiropractic profession when seeking
CE courses.

29TH SENATE DISTRICT

STATE CAPITOL: P.O. BOx 7882 - MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707-7882
SEN.PETROWSKI@LEGIS, WISCONSIN, GOV « TELEPHONE: (608) 266-2502 « FAX: (608) 282-3569




JoHN Spriros

State Representative » 86th Assembly District

Senate Bill 115

April 27, 2021
Testimony from Rep. Spiros

Hello, and thank you Chairman Testin and members of the Senate Committee on Health
for allowing me to have the opportunity to submit testimony today regarding Senate Bill

115, relating to Continuing Education (CE) program sponsors for chiropractors.

This bill was introduced last session as SB 164, passed through the Senate and Assembly
committees, and passed on the Assembly Floor on a voice vote. It simply ran out of time

to get on the Senate Floor calendar.

Under current law, only certain organizations are listed as being able to sponsor
continuing education programs for chiropractors. The only statewide organization
currently eligible is the Wisconsin Chiropractic Association. This bill would expand the
language in state statute to expand eligibility to the other statewide chiropi'actic

organization, The Chiropractic Society of Wisconsin (CSW).

CSW has already been approved by the Chiropractic Examining Board to provide
certification seminars, but cannot provide continuing education seminars due to state
statute. This bill simply seeks to level the playing field so that reputable, established
chiropractic organizations in the state are treated equally and chiropractors have greater

choices for their CE trainings.

Thank you again for allowing me the opportunity to share testimony in support of this
bill.
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B Senate Bill 115 relating to Continuing education program sponsors for chiropractors,

chiropractic technicians, and chiropractic radiological technicians

I would like to thank Senator Testin and the members of this Committee for allowing our State Organization, the
Chiropractic Society of Wisconsin (CSW), to testify in support of SB 115. We also want to thank Senator
Petrowski as well as Representatives Spiros and Moses for their authorship and support of this legislation. We
also appreciate that Senator's Testin, Bradley and Kooyenga have co-sponsored this legislation. We also wish to
thank Senator Erpenbach for his positive votes the last two session as a member of the previous Senate
committees we testified before.

My name is Dr. Wade Anunson and | am the President of the CSW. Joining me today in testifying in support of
this legislation will be Dr. Patti Schumacher, Dr. Brian Wussow, Dr. Lona Cook, Judith Jolly who is a nurse and

public member on our board of directors and Dr. Steven Conway. We have several of our members here to
register in support.

Today our simple request is to allow our organization with over 400 Wisconsin based members to provide
continuing education courses or “CE” to our members by passing SB 115. This legislation simply adds the CSW
to the approved list of CE sponsors in the statutes.

The bill is almost identical to the hill from last session where we received a 11-0 vote out of the Assembly
committee and a 99-0 voice vote on the Assembly floor. We received a 4-1 vote in the Senate committee and
were simply waiting for a chance to be on the Senate floor and like so many bills our legislation ended when the
Senate shut down due to the CoVid Pandemic.

The only difference in the bill this session from last session is the only name for addition to the statute is the
CSW. The current legislation removed the Federation of chiropractic licensing boards (FCLB) based in Greeley
Colorado and the American Chiropractic Association (ACA) based in Washington DC. The rationale for the
modification is simple: The FCLB, through their PACE program, have the ability to review and approve CE
programs, but they do not have the administrative abilities sponsor CE in Wisconsin and would not be able to
fulfill the duties as outline in the rules. The ACA indicated that they did not have an interest in or would support
being included in the past legislation and thus were not included in this current legislation.

Focusing now on the rationale behind the CSW'’s request for the inclusion in the Statute, unlike the statutes and
rules associated with all of the other Wisconsin-licensed healthcare providers, the statutes related to the
chiropractic profession are very unique and written to only allow specifically named organizations to be able to
sponsor CE programs. Please note this was not done by accident. It was a very calculated effort that was
included in a previous budget bill motion by the WCA to restrict competition and provide a single organization, the
Wisconsin Chiropractic Assaciation (WCA) with a very distinct advantage.

For several years the Wisconsin Chiropractic Association has been the only Wisconsin-based chiropractic
organization allowed to sponsor CE courses to Wisconsin Chiropractors, CT and CRTs. The only other
organizations that by law can sponsor CE are all located outside of Wisconsin and are limited to the 16 US
chiropractic colleges and the International Chiropractic Association.

Because of this unique and very anti-competitive law the WCA monopoly can be demonstrated very easily in that

the WCA has been able to sponsor approximately 60-80 programs each year, while the CSW has been restricted
to zero programs for over 9 years.

~ Empowening Chinogractons to Vitalive Wesconsin ~

CSW = Two East Mifflin Street, Suite 600, Madison, W1 53703
Phone: 608.609.6383 = Fax: 608.252.9243 = Email: chiropracticsocietywi@gmail.com






























